- rently, 


| Joſephus | Redivivus! N : 
IINNO 'S E NCI E 


 Violated w IO 


A SERMON 


PxEAcueD 


On the Publike Day of Thankſgjving, 


.'In Wandſworth in Sus REY, | 
By the Vicar there, 
'On Thurſday May the 24", 16 60. 


— 


"Our of yeld; cciniarliet bis peter bs wo” 
ET; Baomevs. 


LONDON: 


Printed by Tames Cl vttyel, for Hwumph 7 Robſon at the three Pige- 
ons in St. Pax!'s Church-yard, 1660, . 


dendendordordoreheodordender henderdorhs 
| The PREFACE. 


Here needs 20 Rey to unloch the ſence of theſe few han: 1 but 
| our h.arts be op: in thank-fuln:ſs to God, ſor a mercy voth miracu- 
lo: and un:xp:tt:d ; and ſuch as our Fathers never hnew, to de- 
lire unto u8, x | 
It was, jayſu! news which the Breth;er brought to their aged Father, that 
Joſeph was alive, and ruled over all the land : They once ſcorned the mo0«* Ger 45s 
tion (as we may ſee by what follows) t141t Joſeph ſhould rule over them: 6 
Vit now they proclaim it, and ſeavle of _thz happineſs of it, theytell it with 
great gladnſs. Such a Triplicity of Change, could recerve its motion from 
no lower Orb, th:n the bigh Hand of Divine Providence, 


Jacob ſate mouraiug, and would not be comforted, becauſe bis Joſeph 
was not, The Brethren were ſaared in the ſetters which their own ambition 
had created ; and could nat tell whether impriſonment, famine, 0! what ſad- 
dey judgement, ſhould cloſe the Tragedy wherein themſelves had been the 
principal Aftors, Joſeph is amongſt rangers, where ſome entertain'dbiw;; 
and, conquered by bis Virtues, courted bim, even in the midſt of bis affliftion. 


Yet there wanted nt ma'i:e to bave betray'd bis life , or to bave made bim 
wretched, becauſe b: would not be perſwaded to be wicked. 
But ia 4 ſudden revolution of Aﬀeairs, The ſpirit of Jae their Fa- 
ther was revived, The Brethren's feared, and Deſerved Caprivity , was 
(for th: ſtrangeneſs of the Change, as to men in a Dream) turned mto the 
poſſeſſion of an Aſſured Libercy, Joſeph ruled, who before was deſpiſed : Gen, 45.. 
bezug ſent co preſerve a poſteriry in the earth, and to ſave rheir lives Yer, 7. 
by a great deliverance. | | | 
Thus the ſa:mey Objeft of their envie,becomes (under God)the onely gr@and 
of _ ſecurity» They bad been moſt miſerable, if Joſeph had ner ruled 0- 
ver them. 
- The fiſt Aft of this Plious Prince, apprar:d in bis Duty to bis Father ; 
lth? a Religious King, who holds the common ( ancernments of the Common 
Parent, his Country, *more regardfully then all his own particular Intereſts. 
An1,s the chief means to preſerve bis Country in ſafety his Zeal is,to keep bis 
Brethren in tenity : See that you fall nor out by rhe way. | 
The Fealouſie of Differences amongſt ther, ad ariſe from the Diverſity of 
their diſ-affeftion towards bim : He was mw ſafe, and they in a way to be 
happy, and have the chieſ«i advantage from his ſafety, if they did not ruiae 
ana undo all again, by ſallify out by tbe way. . 
Surelyif Joſeph would forget ,. it were very imyious for the offending 
B/etbren to remem\er, foment, or inlarge former Differ ences, | 
What if Reuben ſuffzred ſor the preſent , and was even diſtrafted ole 
: | e 


. 
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The Preface. 
* Yhe bitterneſs. of his. Bretbrens cru: (ty to thezy Innocent Joſeph> _. 

He o $7.7. he layal party dd 6 /offer indeed, and that very deeply ; which 
IT fa their very Pcrſecutors well not deny. Tet let the ſuffering .yar(y 
confeſs, Thu Joſeph ſuffered moſt : And (now be may revenge) be pleads 
Recon«lbation firſt. | [LEG] 

It were great pity that {@ pure 4 ſpirit ſhould be attempted to be poyſoncd 
with the angry.counſe's of any dzſcoarented parites, who wall aot be ſatisfied, 
except theyanoy be as Unchbriſtian as thrir Adverſaries, whom the condemn 
to be onclWſitebl, Thou that judgcRt another, wilt thou fall into the 
ſame condemnation ? 

L:t Them talk up themſelves to be the Godly Party, let us a& Codlineſs : 
they bave ceaſured the loyal Party, t0 be a looſe Party: GOD bath now 
put an Opportunity into our bands to ſilence their ſlanders, and convince them 
of raſh judgements. Forbearing one another, and forgiving one ano- 
ther: if any man have a quarrel againſt any, evenas Chriſt forgaye 
you, ſoalſodoye. By this means they which ſpeak evil of you, as of 

i Pet.3.16 04;1 docers,may be aſhamed,rhart falſly accuſe your good converſation in 
. Chriſt. 4 

But we bave ſuffered, and found no mercy : "Tis truc, many have hnows 
ſorrow : neither ſhall 1 argue the ground of it with ſome men, who ma 
maſt noiſe z leſt it ſhould aaa: 10 be the diſturbance of affettcd Intereſts, 1a- 
ther then ſuffcring with Joſeph,or for the Truth in its und filed conſtitutions, 

To theſe paſſioaate Overturners , I would recommend the conſideration 
of that mixt Dialogue, Diſpeream ni ulrus fuero : Diſpercam ni meli- 
us perſuaſero, The one would periſh, rather then not be revcaged: The 
other was afr aid that be ſhould periſh, if be did not diſcharge bis Duty ,, by 
indeavouring to diſpoſſeſs him of {0 unclean a ſpiitt. 

My Prayer is, That God wou d preſerve our Foſeph , that the ſweet- 
neſs of his natural temper, ſo adorned and impowcred with ſupernatu- 
ral Grace, may not be diſturbed with any violent impreſſion of diſcon- 
rented complaints z bur that all may finde warmth and comfort from 
L ams of that Majeſty which God hath graciouſly given once more 
ro ſhinc in chis land : and thar led by his moſt Chriſtian Example,we, 
moving-in our inferiour Orbs and ſeveral places, may not continue in 
our all angry diſtance: ane with another, bur meer in the fſpiris of 
love and meekneſs. -EN 

Ler zhe joy that our Joſeph is yet alive, filence animoſitics, unite us in 
thank-ful oþedjence unto God, loyalty to bis Majeſty, and love one to ano- 
ther. "$0 ſhall we bonowr God in the King, bleſs God for bim, proſper nader 
bim-; Let all loyal Subyefts ſay, EX | S 
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Geneſis 37. 8. 


His Brethren ſaid unto him, Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us ? "ſhalt thou indeed have do- 


minion over 5 £ 


a, F we conſider theſe words ſingly 
3 by themlelves,we may look up- 
2. on themas of acceptation and 
5 congratulation z wiſhing ic 
might beſo, yet in ſome douber 
whether it would be ſo or no ; 


taen One reign over May : how can th1s be, 1zated, 
that Thaw rejgn over us3 Thou one, over us many 2 

Bur the Context will admit of ncithcr of theſe 

B | . A.Cep- 


acceptations of the __}, but render them in a far 
other ſenſe ,- viz. of ſcorn and deteſtation 5 Thou 2 
what, Thou ? whotn we hate; and therefore hate, 
becauſe of the claim rhou ſeemeſt ro make of domi- 
nion over us , and thatas if it were þy the diſpoſing 
of Divine Providence, Thou zrdeed 2-no indeed,thou 
ſhalr notreign over us. 

Like the unthankful ſubjes, Luk. 19. 14. But by 
Citizens bated hym, and ſent a meſſenger after him 5 ſay- 
ing, We will 00 bave this man to retgn over . | 

would they not > verſe 13. Andbecalled bis tex ſer. 
wanis, and deltyered them ten pounds,and [ard unto them, 
Occupy til I come, ' "os | 
By his hoble bounty , they had got the poſſeſſion 
of the money , the ten pound. was in their hands, 
which they were loath to part withal, and had il] 
improved. They were aftraid of an account , and 
therefore Nolumus bunc,&Cc. we will not have this man, 
&c.. Yea,'tis faid, verſ.12,14.That when this their 
Lord was gone intoa far Country, they took ad- 
vantage of that his abfence, and ſent a meſſage after 
him with this unthankful , undurtiful vote and refo- 
lution, to make him aftraid of returning into bis 
Country again, that they would no more admit 
him to any rule or reign over them, 

Where alſoobſcrve, That the cauſe they give for 
this retuſal ( whatſoever otherwiſe might be the 
matter)was neither Law nor Reaſon,bur their own 
will, condemning Royal Authority in ſuch a Court 

where Reaſon was not to be heard. 
So4n this Text, which is a Type of that grand 
Rebellion, even againſt Chriſt humſelf, Joſephs Bre- 
thren 


A 


ER (3) 

thren , blinded with malice , and over-byaſt with 
ſelf-intereſt and reſpeR, roſe up againſt Joſeph,cven 
after they perceived that Gods pleaſure was to ad- 
vance him over them , they would not endure it; 
and therefore came with this Expoſtulacion, or ra- 
ther Exprobation , Shalt thog zadeed 2 ye know the 
ſtory, that they were thus incens'd by occaſion of a 
dream, by which in thoſe days God often revealed 
his will to men; or cl{e this dream would have paſt 
by unregarded as a fable : but becauſe dreams were 
then of ſuch eſteem, this dream gave them to un- 
derſtand what Gods good pleaſure was concernin 

Joſeph : and yet ſo mad they werezthat they oppoſe 

it, caſting this ſcorn upon him, before he came to 

n over them, Thow 2 what Thou :naeed 2 


poſſeſs men with'the ſpiric of Rebellion, that they 
will even a& againſt theirown Conſcience, and 
known will and determination of God himſelf, 

I ſhall go no further then che Example in the 
ter Text, toconfirm unto us this truth: Joſeph was to 
be advanced to dominion, his Brethren to be ſub- 
jeX and bow unto him; this was revealed to be 
the will of God by. a Dream : In thoſe dayes 
of great credit to manifeſt GOD's Will; his Bre- 
thren repinez and obſerve how-rhey plot againſt 
It, 


There were three ſeveral parties or fa&ions ap- 
pearing in this buſineſs : | 
One was very cruel root and branch,totally de- 

=o him, kill tim, and fo our of fear of him. 
he other were a little (though not much more 


—”:.- mo- 


his __ 
Malice , Ambition and Covetouſneſs , do fo far Obſerv. 


4) _ 
moderate) they-were for baniſhment; {cll himiinto 


hun, and they care not what becomes of tim, 

- Athird party there.was (bur a-{mall one) and 
prevailed not , which Jaboured by all means to. pre- 
{erve and deliver him our of their hands , that ſo he 
might beſate. Theſe were the three parties, and 
principal a&ors in this fad intended Tragedy , if 
Gods Providence had not prevented. 

Behold the firlt of theſe partics in verſes 19,20, 
And they, ſaid one to another , Behold , this Dreamer co- 
meth, Verſ. 20. Come 40w , therefore , andlet us ſlay 
him, and caſt him-into ſome pit, and we will ſay, Some'evil 
beak hath devoured 1m # aud we will ſee what will become 
of bis dreams. | 

Who cometh» their brother by nature, but by 
Gods Providence ordered to be tiicir Ruler, VV here- 
forecomes he 2-to viſit them, and.{ee whether. they 
were well, verſe, 14, From-whence came he >. from 
his and their Father , who loved him more then all 
his Children, and {ent him umo them, vezſ. x3, : He 
received kindneſs from a ſtranger; whemnhe was in 
+ſolitary,- and even lolt condition, a certain man 
tound him wandring 1 the fields, wer, 15, but his 
own Brethren, (whom he wandringly in the {1mpli- 
city of his heart, ſought, that he might comfort) 
conſulted as ſoon as they had gor him amongit 
rhem,-t0 kill 4m. : 

The man or Angel , (waether it was, I ſhall nor 
difpure) told Joſeph'that he ſhould find his Brethren 
in Dothaz, ver(, 17. He found-it true indeed; to his 
ſorrow: Dothan Le, aefevo, tallingaway z they (cll 

| eff away 


Egypt , intoa tar Country let them be bur ridof 


nw oy 


(5) 


away from their love to him, asto their Brother; 


from their duty to him as to their King, torttiey 
ſaid,;Let us ktll him. 


They 1n the parable, ſceing the heir, ſaid; Let us ' 


kill him , and the tnheritauce 
are not farſhort of it: Let w kill him, and ſee what 
will become of his dreams,vcr(.20, {0 (ſhall not he rule, 
but we ſhall keep the dominion to our ſelves, and 
then what will become of his dreams > 

Yea., asa (ligne of their malicious hearts, their 
tongues ſpare no reviling or {corn ; This Dreamer : 
They might have called hinttheir Brother , accor- 
ding to nature; their Ruler, according'to Gods 1n- 
{tirution : bur troward hearts, appeared tn froward 
language 3 This Dreamer : Did they norhere fight 
azainſt God > it Jiſeph dreamr,it was of God : did 
he dream they ſhould all bow-unto him > -if it were 


of man, they need not {o fear that it would come 


to paſs, as to ule this wicked means to prevent it : if 
of God, they were ſadly giver over thus to fighr 
againſt God. | 

As their malice roſe high, ſo ir became univerſal, 
and fo bold, as to propound this murther, even'in a 


whole Council. *Tis not one or two ſneaking Tray- 


tors in a Corner; but as if the miſchief were plotted 
even before it was propounded, they feared no op- 
poſition z they do not make ira Queſtion to be'/pur. 
to the Vote, Shall we 2 but prefently determine, Let 
#5 kill him, 

Adeo horribilia Monftra exiſtunt : W hat ſtrange 
Monſters are here found in Jacots Family > not ene- 


mies or ſtrangers, but ſons and Brethren conſpire 
nr. the 


ſhall be ours : Theſe'men- - 


Luther ia 
loc, 


the murther of their mas Joſeph, whom their 
Farther loved beſt : VVhy thus > but becauſe God 
had appointed, that not a Tyrant, or a Stranger,þur 
One * their own Brethren ſhould rule over them z 
and {o they roſe againſt their own happineſs, | | 

Bur let theſe alone a while : they were not ſo 
wicked as they would have been: they conſpired, 
but Gods Goodneſs and Providence prevented, that 
they did not kill their Ruler and their Brother, 

Another Party is not for murther, but tor baniſh- 
ment: Verſ. 26, 27. And Judah ſaid unto bis bre- 
thren, What profit is it if we ſlay eur brother , and conceal 
his blood?  Verl. 37. Come , andlet us ſell him tothe 
Iſhmaelttes , and let not our hand be _ him , fos he is 
our brother , and our fleſh : and his brethren were con- 
ter, . 

This is Judahs counſel , a little more moderate, 
and truly but a little, in that *tis an hard choice, ci- 


ther to be killd, or to be forc'd into a forreign 
Country,amongſtStrangers, without Friends,main- 
renance, to live upon the benevolence of men of a 
coOmmgry Religon:yea,it 15 a great aggravaiion,that 


Joſeph ſhould ſuffer this 53 The beloved of his Fa- 
ther, that had been tenderly brought up, yea, and 
had dominion and rule more then in his view z for 
him to be thus battled fromall , and caſt into fo ſad 
a condition, and that by his own then Brethren,and 
future Subje&s z tell me whether Ages do often pa- 
rallcl this Exaniple > 
His other Brethren would have taken away his 
natural life by killing him : 7«dab juggles him into 
. a far Countreyzand ſo deprives him © ; i Civil life : 


but 


»% 
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but obſerve the ground of Judah's advice,v.2 6.What 
profit us it if we /lay him 2 this was the main wheele 
wich fer all on motion : What (hall we get by it? it 
they had gone on in blood , they would have been 
but a (candal and fcorn to ocher Nations ; it would 
have been a burden to the Conſcience, and all to 
no purpoſe : It get by it, then let Nations be offen- 
ded, Religion vlemiſhed , Conſcience wounded z 
there is ſometizing ro be got : but it nothing to be 
got , we'll be content with his baniſhment. Here 
Judah (cleti: Joſeph, and Judas 1ſcar;ot fold Chritt ; 
their names were alike,and fo was ti:eir ta : Taith 
tits Judah, What profit ? and ſaith Iſcariot, Quid dati- 
tis? What will you grue? Aurt ſacra fames? to what 
black defignes will not profit hale man unto ? 

Jiſeph then is ſold by Judab's advice,but 3.0t with- 
out the Providence of God, who knew that ir would 
be fater for J:ſeph, and more conducible ro the 
bringing him to the honorGod determined tor him, 
tlar he thould be among ſtrangers, yea, Egyptians, 
then at home amongſt i:15 ownBrethren or SubjcAs 
In iits own Country, It were to be wiſht (however 
Judah was tiere carryed to this ſeeming moderati- 
on thar all guilty ot the fin , would a notice of 
the Du@rine ; hat profit us it if we ſlay our brother 2 

Ler me oroconthl de Apoltles Queſtion to ſuch 
guilcy Contciences , What frut have ye of thoſe things 
whereof ye are now aſhamed 2 the end is death. 

Doth not Judsh condemn himielf, whilſt he be - 
trays tis brother > Let not our hand be apon btm ; he is 
6ur brother and our fleſh. 

If itbeſo unnatural for one hand to wound the 

| A other, 
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MIFINTD (8) 
other , becauſe the ſame fleſh ; the danger is grea.- 
ter, and the unkindneſs more unpardonable, which 
ſirikes at the }ead , thar Treaſury of all helps con- 


"ducible to the Government and Comfort of man. 


But 'tis mortal,withour a'm:racle, & cxiraordinary 
Providence , 'to fever the Head trom the Body , to 
ſend it to one Country w.iillt the Body continues in 
another : and thiis was the ca{e of Joſeph. 

Men may undergo -baniſhment from a threefold 
Occalion; | | 

Firſt, the MalefaQor is baniſht by the juſt ſen- 
rence of the Law paſſing upon him , by the Autho- 
rity of a lawful Magiltrate. This was not Jſ*phs 
condition 5 himſelf being their appointed Lord, 
no MalefaQor : they his Subjects, no comperent 
Judges. 

Secondly, when a man 1s treackerouſly betrayed, 
and for filthy lucre, or any other (inifter cnd , 
bought and fold tobe tran{ported into another Na- 
tion, and ſo with the loſs of his freedom, ro become 
little berrer then a bondman , in a. jorrcign C oun- 
ory. Or, DOI EL 

Thirdly, when ( according to the Proverb ) his 
own Country is made too tot tor him: .fuckCon- 
ſpiracies arc hatcht , ſuch unkindneſles multiphyed, 
and dangers thrcattied , that whhout apparent þa- 
zard, there is no abode for him in his native ſoile, 
bur he muſt ſeck ſatety abroad ,'thopgh with never 
+ ART 5 

3 [:ph tet the burden of both theſe baniſhments 
he was craiterouſly chafter'd away into Egypt , yea, 
with ſuch prevatetfy of malice, thar iis Bretiren 
would 


A» 


gypt, hen EY his own Brethren. | 


's(P) 
would rather have given money withjhim, then-rjot 
to have been rid of him $5 and ſo-many.anjuries; af- 
fronts, threatnings, dayly aſſaulted him, that, take 


him our;of, the-pi, where, they thad pus himy and 


ſurely be would (without their ſelling) having.an 
opportunity of eſcape, be any where, rather tn E- 
Thus was Joſeph baniſhed by his own-brethren. 

I readthat: Adrian the Emperour, called before. 
him ten Grandees, Rabbies of great note amongſt 
the Jews, and ask'd them whar, the puniſhment in 
their Law was, for them who ſhould betray or de- 
rive an innocent perſonof his liberty, contriving 
fm into Thraldom, Death, or Banithment : They 
anſwer him, Thar ſuch a fin was capital; (z.e.) to be 
puniſhed with death. The Emperour commanded 
theſe ten to be preſently executed, Jnfemulars quod 
hujus Criminis tenereutur, accul{ing them as guilty of 
this crime. He infiſted in, no. parcticular,z which 
gave-men occaſion diverſly to interpret the mean- 
ing: The Chriſtians alluded ro Chriſt , whom the 
Nation of the Jews had thus wickedly, handled : 
But the Jews, not willing that Chriſts Innocency 
ſhould be ſo cleared, and their-cxuelty ſo revenged, 
confelt,. That chis was a_ judgement. of , God upon 
them, for their unnatural dealing with foſeph : Er ne 
alſurda yideantur djcere,.that they might give {ome 
COUNtenance.to rhis eyaſion, ,they fell mo as groſs 
an Abſurdiry, Poſt tot fempora-animas. decem fratrun 
.[oſephi migraſſe i#: s/tos decem Rabrngg, & 1deo ſic illos 
eſſe p#itos : . atter ſo-long tirne,the ſouls of thoſe ren 
Bretaren of Joſep paſſed hy the bodies of Facle ren 
4; ab- 


P, Mart, in 


(0 
*Rndbids, andeherefore echey werethu puniſhed, 
- Letthe Story be what it will, the Moral is cafiy, 
true, and will becettath.. God is the Prote@or W* 
he Innocent, - koh ſooner or later will vifit' for the 
UfHiGtions 6f Joſeph. * - 
I chuſt add little of 2 third Party interefled i in 
this great buſineſs, We have heard of rhem -who 
, were for Deftra@ion, Lets il him :'. and of thoſe 


** .o ho wertfot Barifhiment, and prevail'd, The third 


$4 {Ber ty6reconſcientions and ingermous party, 
fearing God;who endeavoured his preſſervatigh and 
veliverance This ſee'Gen, 37.21,2242 9,30, 
AH Retbtr heart ir,” nd Þeebvered bom oat of thewr 
ba, : 4A FUR, Wet hi nbtll-hoom. ' A91ll Rewbess aid 
kthem, 
Srttheav/Mevnef;-and Hymo'bandaps m; thatbe might 
yitthim out of their hands, to felircer bim'to bis father 
pam: Ver(.2/530.' Hyd Reaben vehurned wito the pit, 
1H bebold, Foſegh alas rot 41 theip#h + and-be vent this 
eloaths. Hitthereteutd th his brethren, ant ſaith, 'The 
Child4s not ; rt! 'F,,whither ſhall T gu'2 - 
There 15 10 Titme'ſs bad, or Age ſo cruel, bor 
fotne ore to be forn@to/ in'a'righreous Caafe, 
oppotin ing'(as rmethas in thern lies) ithe viotence-and 
injuſtice No others* Let kill bim, fay'they : 'Shedno 
blood, {aithRexber z ' who though he prevailed-norin 
the particularh&tndeavGilted, yet ir ſtoprittie-mad- 
neſs 'of 'rhe Relly arid 'was "under God) 'themeans 
that Joſeph was* 
* Divtfionis in-irſelfa'bircer and po yfonons root; 
yet Golds Wiſdom makes irphyſical;forthe preſer- 
al his ſervants, "UK entad:not diffented, 


what 


ed no/FLafk tut caſt him #nto this ptrehat | 


k (t1) 
what conld have became. of ; Joſtpb 2 Tis thewdy th 
DefiruRion, yer fometiczcs. the Method. of Gods 
Providence makes u{e of it- e© preſcrvation..., How 
far-would the Sans of Adam have.gopa.on im thes Gen. rr. 


wicked Attempts, if: God had'nor cont 
Language >. How fhould Sr; ®za«l bave. 
bans 9 7 his Perfecutors, if there had not. arale g 
difſention betwecn the Phariſees and Sadduces,and 
the Multiude diyided? |: nt ls 3 
The Church of God hath been: the fater;.,when 
the ſtorm raiſed againſt: it, increaſed ghe higher. 
Many-Errours ftriving againſt the rruth, hath been 
the - hang of the truth,.,which wouldihave:fallen 
under the danger of a ſingle Error, Wie kaveſcen 
the experience inour days, and we hope to finde the 
comforrable conſequence, and iflue of ir. + | 


d thewy 


Merhinks I hear ſome object, That this Party 04;ef, 


was a looſe Party : had. Joſeph no better Abettors 
then Reuben, to appear on his behalf >. If the Cauſe 
be like the Patron, we could finde fo much ro-lay to 
his charge, as would. much diſgrace the: Cauſe. 
And this 1s not the laft time that loyalty hath been blemiſh1 
with Iooſaeſs (which 4s but a weak diſguiſe for Rebellion.) 
But yet,'that we may not be too cenſorious, we 
muſt as well take notice of his natural Piety , as of 
his carnal Impiety ; let his loyalry to his Brother, 
lead ſomeexculſe tot his difloyalty co his Father. 
_—_ er (if- we mw enter into compariſon) their 
Unnarural Cruelty .will look as black as tis Carnal 
Uncleanneſs, However,: Jofeph's' Enctiies.haye no 
great Caule to-fiand Upon' theirown LIategrity , of 
cen{ure iRewbey's Folly gas deep ny) 
c ; 2 a 


ks. 


caped-theA8. 23. 


(12) 

Mall cloathrtheir criielty with hypocriſie:-we finde 
wverſ.3 5. Allbis ſons and' daughters roſe up to. comfort 
mournful Jacob, for his abfent Joſeph ; teignedly to 


- *»comfort him: for the ſorrow: they -had wiltully 
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broughr upon him bur he refuſed ro be comtorted; 
©. The wound was too great to be healed with a tew 
good words,and plautible Declarations z tizey could 
not cheat the 01d man into an approbarion 'ot rheir 
cruelty, fince themſelves had brought upon hinrchar 
forrow which they endeavoured to daub over with 
che untempered mortar of their hypocriſic. 
 *Tis probable, that it al his'Sons, then Regber was 
ig the: Company 3. but a. true Mourncr, amongſt 
many-Dufſemblers; 21 1. 1-2 10: [113 35 
- "*Þhns! thefe>great men; have. brought -all into a 
Confuſion : their Father. in mourning ; Rewber in 
. ; diſtraction what to do, or whither to go; Joſeph is in 
Egypt, and themſelves driven to ſhifts and fircights, 
to'bedrup againſt the defolarion they had brought 
nhemfclves and their Country, 4 
. Having thus ſeen fooliſh men oppoſing, let ns 
conſider Gods: truth and wiſdom, carrying on his 
own purpoſe,notwithſtanding the councer-working 
of all his Enemies, Their Scorn proved @ true 
Prophecie : Shalt thou need 2. Yea indeed ; He ſhall 
reign over them. | | 
What GOD determines, Man cannot hinder. 
Chriſt will proce& his Church:, and the gates of 
- Hell ſhall not prevail again tr. God hath ſaid, Dz- 
vid ſhall be King of iſraek : Saul matalt: rs up his Ar- 
mies, conſults with his Allies 3. layes ſnares in eve- 
ry corner to intrap-Daurd: and by the treachery yoo 
E-- e p 
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E | I | 
helpof Doeg; murthered ai che Prieſts of the Lord, 
who wiſhed proſperity ro David. x 

All theſe plots and cruelties could not long kee 
the' Scepter out of Datias hands z Saul was killed, 
and Dauid when he was thitty years old begatrto, $am,;.,, 
reign, and reigned forty years over /ſrazl, So let 
thine enemies periſh O Lord ; and ſo let rhe Crown 
be (erled, flonriſh and continue upon the head of 
thine Anointed, 

We have in this Tranſa@tion ſeen much of Man, 
bur more of God. Man will nor have F-ſeph co reign 
over them z bur God bath appointcd ic thould be {oz 
and after, and againſt all mens devices, it was fo. 

But ſo remarkable are rhe ſteps of Divine Provi- 
dence, not onely in carrying oh this great work,bur 
in ſerling Joſeph in his power, thar he is blind in- 
deed, wi fees it not to be rhe work of the Lord,' 
and in whoſe eyes 'tis not miraculous, His Bre-, 
thren force Joſeph into Banifhment, they live to fee 
him reign over them;theyour-live their own ſhame, 
beholding Joſeph's glory, and yet to their unſpeaka- 


ble advantage : VW hat would have become of them, 


1t their plots had caken > who ſhould have nouriſh- 
e&rthem, their Vives, their lictle ones, in the Fa- 


mine, tt cheir fury had been executed, their deligns 
proiperes, and they killed Joſeph? Ve may wcll 
ay whar Joſeph to them, Ye thought evil againſt meybut 
God meant tt unto goods to bring to paſ as "tis this day, to 
ſave much people altve : The Evil was of Man, both 
actually and intentionally z but the wiſdom of God 
turned it to a real Good, both ro them who contri- 
ved the Evil, andalſo to the benefit of the whole 
Country, : | Thus 


\- .. oe 
. Thus we. have feen their parting : {ad for Je 
ſeph, if God had not miraculouſly preſerved bjm in 
a trange Country, and given lum. tavour andac- 
cepration amonglt trangers, and they of a Brange 
Religion, making his witdom, Piery, and.Pawence 


_ © the more famous by his ſuftcrings : - But more ſad 


for his Brethren , becauſe finful, if God had not 
ſpar'd them to return to their Loyalty z ſo to make 
She amends for their former Impiety,,,, 

Let us now bchold their meeting, after many 
ſtorms and troubles ; and we (ball tind that to be 
as full of ſubmiſhon, peace and, comfort; as was 
their parting,of ſcorn, diſloyalty and treachery, 

_ Vide Chapter 50. 18-19, And bis Brethren alſo 
went, and feil down before his face, and they ſatd, Be+ 
hold, we te thy ſexuants, And Joſeph ſatd unto them, 
Fear not: jor am I #3; the place of God 

We were thy Brethren z but Gods Providence 
hath exalted thee now above us : ,by our wicked- 
neſs we have forteited that Relation: therefore they 
fell down before his face; that was an acknowledge- 
ment of his Soveraignty : Behold, we be tty ſeryarts ; 
and this was the protcſlion of their Loyalty, . + 

But withal, obſerve Joſephs gracious, but moſt 
ſcaſonablc Reply, Fear not : for am 1 intheplace of, 
God 2 What wrong ſ{oever was. done to his own 
Perſon, he was 2926 Pe toparcon; yea, ſo to 
pardon , that he would have cticm baniſh all fear :, 
Nothing of harm, danger, or revenge, ſhould pro- 
ceed from him(how julily ſoever he might)to them. 
He fo freely forgave, as that he would have no cauſe 
t@ TEma kn, NO not of tear, Bur he could Hare 0 

urther 


(15) 4 A OENE 
turcherthen a King can pardon rebellious SubjeQs: - 


for wherein they had violated the Law of G OD, 
broken the Rule of Obedience and Charity, groun- 
ded-on that Law ; Am 7 7» the place of God? Such 
fins, ando far as they are done againſt God, there 
maſt be for them, Repentance, humbling them- 
ſelves, and begging pardon of God, 

Thus have I briefly preſented unto you, three ve- 
ry remarkable Examples. The onefers forth unto 
us the violence of Mans Nature , when 'tis blinded 
with Malice, Coverouſneſs, or Ambition, * 

The other is a clear inftance of Gods providence; 
rſt, 4nfatuating.che counſels of rhe wicked, by 0j- 
viding thetr counſels ; and ſecondly, miraculouſly 
bringing his own Determinations to pals , againlt 
all oppoſition ; nor onely to the amazement, but 
alſo ro the'benefic of all, who will nor continue 
willfully blind and obftinare, DIST 

The other 15a Gractons Lord, and a kind Bro- 
ther, pardoning the rebellions of .his'Subjedts, and 
unkindnefs-of-his Brethren, when indeed he had 
advantage over them, and power .in,his'hands, to 
have been ſufficiently-revengedon them. 

There 1s nothingtn this Hiſtory , bur was per- 
tedly performed, partly -in'Canaaz, partly in Egypt, 
above- three thonſend years ſince, IK Antiquity 
makesthe weaker imprefion hereof, upon nur {pi- 
Tits, Tleaveyor-to drawdown the'Story to.a Mo- 
dern-Application ::Change but one Name, and we 
have'ſeen with our Eycs, and heard.with our Ears, 
more-lively-ated: what our Fathers have declared 


unto us': 'God give Grace, evento the beſt of us, to 
repent 


(16) 
repent of our miſ-doings : tobe truly thankful to 
God for his miraculous Providence. Let Reabe; 


' rejoyce : tor what he could nor do, the Lord hath 
Pur to iis Hand, and bath.cficAcd it z and Teſeph s 
'{afe, Let Judah beglad ; roctharhe was fo wick- 


cd to baniſh Joſeph , but char God was ſo gracious 


tO turn his evil Deſignes to fo ta;;py a Succeſs, and F 


blefied ap End. Let the Brethren whoconſpired | 
rogerher t6 ſlay him, repent ; it God peradventwe | 
wlll torgive re wicked thoughts of their hearts, |! 
Ler us all lift up our fainting Spirirs, and let the | 
News have the ſame operation with us, as it had 
with old Jacob, Gen.45.28. The ſpirtt of Jacob their h 
Father reurved: And Iſrael ſaid, It w enough ;. Fof eph | 
my ſon us yet altue : 1 will go and'ſee him b:fore I due, © 
The Oyl was waſted, and the Lamp was even ex- © 
tint : Gods Comforts are moſt {caſonable : Ja- * 
cob's heart fainted,the Oyl of gladneſs is here pour- ' 
edin, and our hearts alſo are. revived, Tr is e- 


nough ;- what would we now more > Our 7:ſzph is © 


alive, we haveclear evidences of it z God grant we * 
may ſec him before we die. 

After all theſe diſtempers, when Reubez had act- 
&d againſt Judah ; and the reſt of the brethren a- 
gainſt boch.: They ſcule, live in love ; pardoning © 
each other z flouriſh under Joſeph's Authority,who * 
forgave them all. And fo, as a ſignal of Gods ta- 


 vour and being recopciled unto them,they(all rOge- 
ther) became the Twelve {amous Patriarchs. and 
Planters of Religion in the whole world, If we may | 


hold Parallel is this,as in the tormer particulars,we 


may ſay, 'T is good ſor c hy as fliged;; 
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